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Keyworth & District U3A 

Minutes of the Ninth AGM Meeting 

held on Tuesday, 24th April 2018 

at 

KEYWORTH METHODIST CHURCH HALL at 14:30hrs 

Present: Robin Wilcockson (Chair), Jackie Fisher (Acting Secretary), Stuart Bailey 

(Treasurer), and plus 84 members. 

1. Apologies for absence: Doug Miles, Erica and Phil Brooks, Keith Barton, 

Rosemary Dove, Malcolm and Gill Watson, Jean Frisby, Peter Shepherd, Sylvia 

Doyle, Barbara Lees, and Kathleen Hammond. 

2. Minutes of the AGM held on 25th April 2017: Approved as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman. 

3. Matters arising: None. 

4. Resolutions:    Change to the clause 3, The Objects of the U3A, in the Keyworth & 

District U3A constitution to read: 

   ‘The advancement of education, and in particular, the education of older people 

and those who are retired from full time work, by all means, including associated 

activities conducive to learning and personal development in Keyworth and its 

surrounding locality.’ 

Note: This new 'Objects' clause is as designated nationally by Third Age Trust as 

having been agreed with Charities Commission in a recent review. 

Robin gave a brief explanation on the reason for this change and asked if there were 

any questions about the change.  There were none concerning the change. 

The resolution was proposed by Robin Wilcockson and seconded by Stan Miller and 

approved. 

5. Chairman’s Report:  It has been another very positive year for our U3A.  At year end we had 

536 members, and 45 interest groups, indicating continuing steady growth.  But more importantly, 

underlying those mere numbers I see so much life enhancement for so many people.  

Groups are very much at the heart of our U3A, where so much personal interest is shared and 

developed. The roles of those who lead groups continues to be much valued, together with the 

supportive role of Jean Hogg as groups coordinator, together with Jenny Greaves. 

Monthly Meetings provide occasions for a broader sharing together. It is a fact of life that we 

are not always quite sure to expect from the topic, but we have had some really excellent ones. So 

well done to Pat Murfet for developing the current programme and to Anne Townsend for now taking 
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this forward, with speakers already arranged until well into 2019. 

 

The New Horizons Team have superbly organised another year of well received visits and events. 

Sheila Barton has magnificently edited the last year of quarterly newsletters prior to our 

moving to a new pattern of membership communications.  And Peter Edge has continued to manage 

our highly regarded website. 

Stuart has continued to exercise careful stewardship of our finances. 

Within the committee much happens behind the scenes to help all these activities run 

smoothly. It is with deep sadness that we heard of the losses during the past year of Alan Morris who 

nurtured the start-up of our U3A, and very recently of Barry Hull, our inaugural Chairman. And yet 

we remember with gratitude all that they and so many others have done over previous years to get us 

to where we are today. Indeed, next year we will be 'ten years old' and a celebratory event is being 

planned to commemorate this. My personal thanks to the committee for all their support this past 

year, and particular thanks to those relinquishing their roles after many years of excellent service – 

Clare for her secretarial skills, Sheila for the Newsletter, Keith for his long service, and Jenny for her 

regional representation and always willingness to help out.  And beyond all the official committee 

and leadership roles, it is always most impressive that, reflecting the U3A self-help ethos, people are 

so willing to just help out with all the many other things that just keep things going – the 'techies', 

welcomers, refreshment helpers etc etc. 

As described in recent newsletters, there have been a few organisational developments to 

implement this past year. We have joined the national U3A 'Beacon' system to more effectively 

administer our increasing membership numbers. This has also had 'spin-offs' in enabling rapid 

communication to the membership such as a planned monthly emailed news-sheet (with incidental 

cost saving), but with an annual printed publication to retain the well-liked review aspects of the 

Newsletter. Roy Turnbull has led the establishment of Beacon, with considerable conscientious 

effort. External influences have also had to be dealt with, notably the current data protection 

legislation and requirements from the Charities Commission.  Howard has with much heartache 

steered us through the membership implications of all these. Our thanks to all members and group 

leaders for your courteous forbearance while implementing all these developments. 

As an additional item of interest, Stan Miller, who continues to have national and international U3A 

involvements, tells me that he has described at an international conference our K&D activities as an 

illustration of a UK U3A. So Keyworth and District U3A now has an international reputation! 

All in all I believe it has been another very positive and beneficial year for our U3A, and it 

has been a privilege to serve as your chairman. 

 

6. Treasurer’s report and adoption of the accounts:  Stuart Bailey presented the 

accounts, which had been examined by Robin Stocker, and briefly explained them.  

Page 1 shows a small increase in income of £61.82, but this is due to New Horizons 

making a surplus, so over the year there was a slight loss.  The cost of postage and 

printing will reduce next year due to the newsletter being sent by email.  Stuart 

explained that all group accounts and the New Horizon account must be included in 

the annual accounts next year.   Stuart reported that the subscription rate would stay 

at £15.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Paul Roebuck and seconded by 

Sue Britten and approved. 

 

7. Appointment of the examiner of the accounts: Robin Stocker agreed to continue 

as account examiner.  Proposed Clare Franklin and seconded by Bill Cooper and 

approved 
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8. Appointment of Honorary Officers and Committee Members:   

Chair Robin Wilcockson. 

Vice-chair Jean Hogg. 

Secretary Jackie Fisher. 

Treasurer Stuart Bailey. All the above have been proposed and seconded and were 

elected en bloc.  Proposed Sue O’Donoghue and seconded Larraine Donovan. 

Committee Peter Edge, Howard Fisher, Anne Townsend, Kath Oakley, Sue 

O’Donoghue, Peter Harding and Roy Turnbull have been proposed and seconded and 

were elected en bloc. Proposed Larraine Donovan and seconded Jackie Mullins.  

9.  Closure of meeting:  Robin closed the meeting at 14.59  

 

 

 

 


